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Bonaparte replied to the deputation from the Senate in the presence of the Diplomatic Body, whose audience had been appointed for that day in order that the ambassadors might be enabled to make known to their respective Courts that Europe reckoned one King more. In his reply he did not fail to introduce the high-sounding words "liberty cand equality." He commenced thus : " A citizen's life belongs to his country. The French people wish that mine should be entirely devoted to their service. I obey."
On the day this ceremony took place, besides the audience of the Diplomatic Body there was an extraordinary assemblage of general officers and public functionaries. The principal apartments of the Tuileries presented the appearance of a fete. This gayety formed a striking contrast with the melancholy of Josephine, who felt that every step of the First Consul towards the throne removed him farther from her.
She had to receive a party that evening, and though greatly depressed in spirits she did the honors with her usual grace.
Let a government be what it may, it can never satisfy every one. At the establishment of the Consulate for life, those who were averse to that change formed but a feeble minority. But still they met, debated, corresponded, and dreamed of the possibility of overthrowing the Consular Government.
During the first six months of the year 1802 there were meetings of the discontented, which Fouche, who was the a Minister of the Police, know and would not condescend to notice; but, on the contrary, all the inferior agents of the police contended for a prey which was easily seized, and, with the view of magnifying their services, represented these secret meetings as the effect of avast plot against the Government. Bonaparte, whenever he spoke to mo on the subject, expressed himself weary of the, efforts which were made to give importance to trifles; and yet he received the reports of the police agents as if he thought them of consequence. This was because he thought Fouehe badly informed, and he was glad to find him at fault; but when lie sent for the Minister of Police the latter told him that all the reports ho had19,791, and those against were 1,119,000. If the figures are written upon a piece of paper 7119791 1119, and it is held backwards to the light, the word " Empereur " will appear. [The figures themselves have not been, however, verified by the annotator.] money in Italy, but wo may alludo again to the subject for the sake of introducing a letter of Napoleon's which has an emphatic bearing us to tho strictness ho maintained in money matters.
